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from St Peter. St Chrysostom says St Peter resided there a long time;
the common opinion is, seven years, from the year thirty-three to forty.
During this interval he made frequent excursions to carry the faith into
other countries. For though several of the apostles chose particular sees
for themselves among the churches which they founded, they did not so
confine themselves as to forget their universal commission of preaching to
all nations. St Peter was at Jerusalem in 37, when St Paul paid him a
visit, and stayed with him fifteen days.1 Our great apostle preached to the
Jews dispersed throughout all the East, in Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia,
Cappadocia, and the Lesser Asia, before he went to Rome, as Euscbius
testifies. The same is confirmed by the inscription of his first epistle.
He announced the faith also to the Gentiles, as occasions were offered,
throughout these and other countries, as appears by many instances.
St Peter is the only apostle whom the gospel mentions to have been married
before his vocation to the apostleship; though we are assured by ancient
fathers and historians that St Philip and some others were also married men
when they were called by Christ.

Peter planted the faith in many countries near Judea before the dis-
persion of the apostles, which happened twelve years after the death of
Christ, in the fortieth year of the vulgar Christian era. In the partition
of nations among the apostles, St Peter chose Rome for the chief seat of
his labours, and having preached through several provinces of the East,
by a particular order of Divine providence he at length arrived there, that
he might encounter the devil in that city, which was then the chief seat
of superstition and the mistress of error. Divine providence, which had
raised the Roman empire for the more easy propagation of the gospel in
many countries, was pleased to fix the fortress of faith m that great
metropolis, that it might be more easily diffused from the head into all
parts of the universe, St Peter foresaw that by triumphing over the devil
in the very seat of his tyranny he opened a way to the conquest of the rest
of the world to Christ, It was in appearance a rash enterprise for an
ignorant fisherman to undertake the conversion of the capital of the empire
and the seat of all the sciences; to preach the contempt of honours, riches,
and pleasures in ^hat city, in which ambition, avarice, and voluptuousness
had fixed their throne. The humility of Calvary suited not the pride of
the Capitol. The ignominy of the cross was very contrary to the splendour
of that pomp which dazzled the eyes of the masters of the world. Peter
neither knows the humour, nor the genius, nor the policy, nor even the
language of the people. Yet he enters alone this enemy's country, this
fortress of impiety and superstition; and he preaches Jesus crucified to
this great city. First, he announced this wonderful mystery to the Jews
who lived there, whose apostle he was in the first place; then he addressed
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